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Sir: 

This is an Information Disclosure Statement submitted under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 within 
the time specified under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). 

In order to comply with applicant's duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office is notified of the seven (7) documents which were cited in the 
enclosed European Search Report dated December 2, 2003 of a counterpart application. The 
relevance can be gleaned from the category given in the Search Report. With respect to WO 
02/073086, the document is in the English language and therefore no further statement of 
relevancy is required. 



Additionally attached is a copy of a German Office Action that was received in the 
German counterpart application. The first three documents cited by the German Patent Office 
were submitted with the March 3, 2004 Information Disclosure Statement. The remaining 
three documents (3)-6)) are submitted herewith. The relevance of these documents can be 
gleaned from the translation (also attached) of pertinent parts of the German Office Action. 

Attached is Form PTO-1449 identifying each of the references as well as one copy of 
each of the listed documents. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of 
the first Office Action on the merits, and therefore no Statement Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or 
fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is required. 

In view of the above, no further translation or statement of relevance is required, and 
as all requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 and all official guide lines pertaining to Information 
Disclosure Statements have been complied with, and it is therefore respectfully requested that 
the Examiner consider the documents and make them of record. 

Please charge any necessary fee or credit any overpayment in connection with this 
Information Disclosure Statement to Deposit Account No. 22-0261 . 
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